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William Meriwether married Sarah Oldham, 24th May, 1788. 
She was born 1772, and died 1830. Hedied 1814. Their children were: 

George Wood Meriwether, born 1789. He married Anne Elizabeth 
Weir, widow of George Weir and daughter of John W. and Martha 
Blackburn Price, 1845; died 1864. Their issue was: George Meriwether, 
died unmarried; William, died unmarried; Martha P., died unmarried; 
Emerine Price Meriwether, married Udolpho Snead, son of Charles 
Scott and Martha R. Snead, and grandson of General Charles Scott, one 
of General Washington's staff officers, and Governor of Kentucky; 
Charles Meriwether, married, 1874, Patty Stewart Barbour, and has 
one child, Coleman Meriwether, born July 14th, 1875. 

(TO HE CONCLUDED.) 



THE GODWIN FAMILY, 

Of Nansemond and Isle of Wight Counties, Va., with Notices of the 
Families of Holladay, Gray, Blunt, &c. 



The first of this family, of whom there is any record, was Col. Thomas' 
Godwin, of Nansemond county, who was Burgess from that county in 
1654 and 1658. It is uncertain whether he or his son, of the same name, 
was the Speaker of the House of Burgesses in 1676. His will was 
dated March 24, 1676-7, and beginning, " I, Thomas Godwin, of Nanse 
mond county, Gent'l," bequeathed to his son, Edmund, a parcel of land 
purchased of Lange, containing about 300 acres, on the western branch 
of Nansemond river, with all the cattle on it; also to Edmund 175 acres 
on the western branch of Nansemond, adjoining the lands of Mr. Jeremy 
Exam, also certain furniture and two negroes. To daughter, Elizabeth, 
one negro. " I suppose there may be about forty thousand pounds oi 
tobacco due among Mr. Burgess' children, after my pay for their keep- 
ing, and all other disbursments, the which I desire may be paid them. 
To my wife, all personal property, tobaco excepted. Appoint my son 
Thos. Godwin sole executor." 

Col. Thos.' Godwin married , and had issue: 2. Thomas; 3. 

Captain Edmund, 1 of Nansemond county, married , and died about 

1713. He was a vestryman of Chuckatuck Parish, Nansemond, about 
1705, and was sheriff of the county. His will was proved in Nansemond 
in 1713. He left numerous descendants; 3. Elizabeth.' 

Col. Thomas'' Godwin, of Nansemond county, may have been the 
person who was Speaker of the House in 1676. He was colonel com- 
mandant of the militia of Nansemond; but on account of some difficulty 
with the Governor, was removed in 1705. At the time of his death he 
was presiding justice of Nansemond. He married Martha, daughter of 
Col. Joseph Bridger.of Isle of Wight county. Issue, according to his 
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will, dated May 3d, 1712, and proved in Nansemond May 27th, 1714: 4. 
Thomas, 5 of Nansemond county; member of the House of Burgesses 
for that county, 1714 and 1723, and sheriff 1731, 1732, and 1734. It is 
not known whether he left descendants; 5, Joseph," named in his father's 
will, as were his sons, Joseph and Thomas. He was probably the Jos- 
eph Godwin who was a Burgess for Isle of Wight in 1723 and sheriff in 
1719. Doubtless the records of Isle of Wight would give further infor- 
mation of him and his descendants; 6. Edmund* 7. Samuel;' 8. Wil- 
liam; 3 9. Martha:* 10. Mary;' 11. James. 3 

6. Edmund- 1 Godwin, of Nansemond, married Mary Mills, and died 
about 1755. His issue, according to his will, dated December 13, 1753, 
and proved in Nansemond December 8, 1755, were: 12. Jonathan;* 13. 
Thomas. .* 

Jonathan* Godwin of Nansemond county, married ( 1 ) Charity Holla- 
day, (2) Mrs. Godwin, a widow. Issue (first marriage): 14. Mary; 6 15. 

Charity; 5 16. Clotilda, 5 married Godwin; 17. Amdiora; 5 18. Hul- 

dah, 5 married William Wilkinson, and had a daughter, Amelia,* who 
married Joseph Godwin, and had a daughter, Adeline Amelia,' who 
married Thomas Henry Pitt Godwin. (Second marriage): .19. Robert; 6 
20. Portia; 5 21. Ann; 5 22. Talbot. 5 

13. Thomas 4 Godwin, of Nansemond county, married Mary Pitt, and 
had issue (according to his will, dated April 9, 1778, and proved in Nan- 
semond May 13, 1779): 23. Josiah; b 24. Julia, 5 married Edwin Gray [note 
1], son of Colonel Joseph Gray, of Southampton county; 25. Louisa, 5 mar- 
ried John Cowper, and had issue: (a) Thomas, 8 married Elizabeth Cow- 
per, and had a son, Mills, 7 who married Diza Saunders; (b) Allen;' (c) 

John,* married Martha Bullard, and had William,* married Rae, 

of North Carolina; (d) Wills," married Grizzie Gray, and had Ann Eliza 
and Caroline Virginia; 26. Joseph, 5 married Robina Hamilton, of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland; 27. Henry;" 28. Mills.'' 

23. Josiah Godwin (possibly the person of the name who was mem- 
ber of the House of Delegates from Isle of Wight county in 1798 and 
1799), married (1) Holladay, and had no issue; married (2) Eliz- 
abeth Holladay, and had a daughter, Juliana, who married (1) Alfred 
Hinson, of Bermuda, and 2) Thomas Stowe, of Bermuda. 

27. Henry' Godwin, married Ann Graves, and had issue: 29. Sarah; 
30. Allen;' 31. Thomas; 5 32. Henry; 5 33. Julia; 5 34. Marina; 5 36. Eliz- 
abeth Slaughter; 5 37. Priscilla; 5 38. Mary Ann, 5 married Samuel Cor- 
bell, and had (a) Julia, married, first, Thomas Gibbs, second, Joseph 
Bunch; (b) Mary Mills, married Dr. Edward Butts; (c) Henry, married 

Vaughan, and had a son, Edmund Pitt, who married Elizabeth 

Murdaugh. 

28. Mills 5 Godwin, of Nansemond county, died in 1826. He married 
Sarah, daughter of Thos. Blunt [note 2] and Mary Gray, his wife, of South- 
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ampton county. Issue: 39. Louisa Caroline,* born 1784, married, first, 
John Randolph, "from the North," and had a daughter, Eliza Kinsey,' 

who married Alex. N. Godwin, and had (a) Margaret, 8 married 

Albertson, of North Carolina; (b) Sarah M. L. J., 8 married Cutchin; 

(c) Miles Brewer, 8 married , and had children; (d) Missouri, 8 

married Dorsey; (e) Eliza Randolph; 8 (f) Fred. Alex. Mrs. 

Louisa C. Randolph married, second, Dr. de Burgh Godwin, and had 
no issue by this marriage. Married, third, Frederick Hall, and had a 
son, Frederick; 40. Ann Gray,* born 1786, died 1856, married James 
Holladay, born 1784, died 1848, and had issue: (a) James Gustavus,' 
born 1819, died 1886, member Virginia Convention of 1861, married 
Georgianna Watts, and had issue; (b) Lucy Ann Gray Mills,' born 1821, 
died 1855, married Christopher C. Robinson, and had issue; 41. Thomas 
Henry Pitt,* born about 1788, married, first, Eliza J. Godwin (and had a 
daughter, Louisa Ann, born 1813, who married Z. T. Connier, of Macon, 
Ga.); married, second, A. A. Godwin (and had issue: Wells C, who 
has children living, and Amelia, who married Robert Jones); married, 
third, Catherine Dixon Godwin. 

Others of. the name who were probably of the same family were 
Brewer Godwin, who lived in Isle of Wight in 1776, and a justice of that 
county in 17S5: John Godwin, sheriff of Nansemond 1790; Joseph God- 
win, member State Senate for district of Princess Anne, Norfolk and 
Nansemond, 1816, &c; Kincheon Godwin, Lieutenant of Militia of 
Nansemond 1783, sheriff 1786 and 1789, and member of House of Del- 
egates 1780, 1783, 1791. 

Mrs. T. Beauclerc Rogers, of Blair Station, Del., has an old Bible 
containing the family register of Thomas and Mary Godwin. It would 
seem that there can be no doubt that this Thomas Godwin was identical 
with the Thomas' Godwin, of the pedigree given above, who was Bur- 
gess from Nansemond in 1714 and 1723. The children of Thomas and 
Mary Godwin, as given in this Bible, were: 

Thomas Godwin, born July 10, 1705; Mary Godwin, born September 
19, 1707; Edmund Godwin, born February 19, 1712; Joseph Godwin, 
born September 8, 1713; Martha Godwin, born July 1, 1715; John God- 
win, born September 23, 1716, died October, 1716; James Godwin, born 
October 3, 1717; Elizabeth Godwin, born November 3, 1720; Patrick 
Godwin, born March 14, 1723, Jertmiah Godwin, born November 22, 
1727, and he married Mary Holladay May 18, 1748. Their children: 

Anthony Godwin, born September 14, 1749; Charity Godwin, born 
May 3, 1755; Lucy Godwin, born August 27, 1757 (and became the 
mother of Commodore Jesse Wilkinson); Holladay Godwin, born May 
4. '759. d'ed 1769; Mary Godwin, born October 17, 1761, died 1763; 
Keaton Godwin, born March, 1766. 

This Mary Holladay Godwin, the wife of Jeremiah, died 1766, and he 
then married Mary Pedin, and she died in 1770. He then married Mary 
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Reade (or Rease), and had nine more children; she died in 1782. He 
then married Sally Wilkerson in 1784, and had: 

George Godwin, born December 3, 1785; Harriet Godwin, born Sep- 
tember 17, 1787, grandmother of Euclid Borland, and died in 1812; W. 
H. Godwin, born 1789; Keaton Godwin, born 1791, died 1836; David 
Godwin, born February, 1793, died 1841 (father of Colonel D. J. God- 
win, Colonel C. S. A., late of Portsmouth, Va., who was father of this 
Mrs. Rogers). 

NOTES. 

( 1 ) Colonel Joseph 1 Gray, of Southampton county, who was descended 
from a family which had long been of prominence in Surry (from which 
Southampton was formed), was one of the first justices of the latter 
county in 1749, sheriff in 1751, and was a member of the House of Bur- 
gesses from Surry in 1744, and from Southampton 1755, 1756, 1757, 1758, 
1762, 1767, 1768, 1769, and doubtless in other years. His will was dated 
August 30, 1769, and proved in Southampton June 13, 1771. Issue: 2. 
James;* 3. Edwin* 4. Mary* Fanning, probably wife of Rev. Thomas 
Fanning; 5. Ann, 2 married Thomas Blunt, of Southampton; 6. Sarah,* 

married Wall; 7. Lucy, 2 married, October, 1769, John Flood 

Edwards, of Brunswick county; 8. Mary, 1 married, September, 1753, Lit- 
tleton Tazewell, of Brunswick county (she brobably died before her 
father's will was made). 

3. Colonel Edwin 2 Gray, of Southampton county, was member of 
the House of Burgesses 1769-1774, of the Conventions of 1774, 1775 and 
177 6 » of the House of Delegates and State Senate. His will was dated 
September 23, 1788, and proved in Nansemond June, 1790. He married 
Julia, daughter of Thomas Godwin, of Nansemond county. Issue: 9. 
Joseph, 8 who was probably the person of the name whose will, dated 
March 28th and proved February 21, 1820, in Southampton, names his 
sons, James and Joseph, and his daughters, Sally and Nancy Gray; 10. 
Edwin,* of Southampton county, M. C, 1799-1813, married (1) Julia 
Gray, (2) Mrs. Gray n^e Lewis; 11. Thomas; 3 12. Mary, 5 married, Sep- 
tember, 1788, Daniel Simmons; 13. Henry Mills, married Martha Hynes. 
Henry M. Gray, in his will, dated May 1 ith and proved in Southampton 
May 17, 1814, gives his wife, Martha F. B., all of his estate; directs that 
nothing shall be sold except his shop furniture, medicines and surgical 
instruments (he was evidently a physician). His infant son was to receive 
a classical education, and at his mother's death was to inherit the whole 
estate. Appoints his brother, Thomas Gray, friend, James Rochelle, 
and nephews, Edwin and James Gray, executors. 

11. Thomas' Gray, of Southampton, married Mrs. Brewer n6e Cocke. 
His will was dated September 6, 1831, and proved in Southampton Sep- 
tember 9, 1831. Issue: 14. Catherine,* married Richardson; 15. 

Edwin,* married (first) ; married (second) Charlotte Langston; 

16. Joseph,* married Evelyn Davis; 17. Anne;* 18. Robert,* married 
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Mary Nicholson; 19. Thomas Ruffin,* married Mary Gray, and had a 
daughter, Ellen Douglas, 4 who married Richard Wilson. 

Thomas" Gray appointed his " friend Gilbert Gustavus Gray " one of 
his executors. This was probably the George G. G. Gray whose will 
was dated October 5, 1836. and proved in Southampton December 19, 
1836, and who makes bequests to his wife, Mary, and sons, John Cow- 
per and Philip Francis Gray, who are to have the best education his 
wife's means will afford. His lands in Illinois may be kept or sold, as 
may appear best. John C. Gray, who was a member of the House of 
Delegates from Southampton in 1823, M. C. 1820-21, and died May 18, 
1823, aged forty, may have been a brother of G. G. G. Gray. 

Others of the family who lived in Southampton were Thomas Gray, 
the inventory of whose personal estate, amounting to .£936.7.6, was 
recorded November 10, 1763; Benjamin Gray, whose will, dated Decem- 
ber 28, 1764, and proved in Southampton December 1 1, 1766, names his 
wife, Catherine, sons, James, Richard, Benjamin and Jesse, and daugh- 
ter, Mary Gray. (See Historical Magazine, III, 402, for an account of 
the earlier generations of the Grays.) 

(2) The " Life of William Blount," by General M. J. Wright, states that, 
according to tradition, three sons of Sir Walter Blount, Baronet, of Sod- 
ington, emigrated to Virginia. One remained in that colony, and "left 
a long line of descendants; " the other two removed to North Carolina. 
Of the latter, Captain James Blount settled in Chowan about 1669, and 
was a member of the Council, and Thomas went to North Carolina a 
little later. The only family of Blunts in Virginia having a " long line " 
was that resident in Surry and Southampton, and this must be the one 
referred to by General Wright. Of the truth of the claim as to the Eng- 
lish descent, no evidence has been presented. The earliest mention of 
the name noticed in the Surry records is in a deed from John Washing- 
ton, who, when about to marry Mrs. Mary Ford, widow, makes provis- 
ion for her son, Thomas Blount. It appears by a deed from Thomas 
Blunt and his half brother, Richard Washington, dated 1678, that their 
mother married, secondly, Charles Ford, of Surry county. Thomas 
Blunt appears to have been married twice, first to a daughter of Henry 
Briggs (who, in his will, dated September 26, 1681, names his wife, Mar- 
gerie, son-in-law, Thomas Blunt, &c), and secondly, Priscilla, daughter 
of Colonel William Browne, of "Four Mile Tree," Surry (whose will, 
dated December 9, 1704, names his daughter, Priscilla, and her husband, 
Thomas Blunt). The will of Thomas Blunt, of South wark Parish, 
Surry, was dated September 21, 1708, and proved March 7, 1709. Leg- 
atees: Howell Edmunds and Elizabeth, his wife (daughter of said 
Thomas Blunt), 100 acres; son, Thomas Blunt, lands on Cattail Swamp 
and Seacook Swamp; son, Richard, part of the lands on Blackwater, 
" where I live; " son, William, the remainder of the land " where I live," 
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also "my old plantation;" son, Henry, 210 acres on Nottoway River; 
John Flood and Mary, his wife, 100 acres; Howell Edmunds and Joel 
Barker, land; wife, Priscilla, ^25 current money, two negroes, &c, &c. 
(doubtless in addition to dower), and appoints her sole executrix. 

There is in Surry a deed, dated 1724, from Richard Blunt, of Surry, 
to his sister, Ann, wife of Edmund Irby, of Prince George, conveying 
510 acres on Blackwater (where said Richard lives), which was patented 
by Thomas Blunt in 1701. The will of Richard Blunt was dated April 
12, 1747, and proved in Surry June 16, 1747. Legatees: son, Richard, 
the land " I live on," 800 acres, and also a new survey adjoining, &c, 
&c; to Mr. Nicholas Edmunds, all of testator's lands on the south side 
of the Great Creek, providing he gives testator's son, John, the like 
quantity adjoining testator's lands on the north side; sons, John and 
Benjamin, daughter, Mary Irby, daughters, Elizabeth and Lucy Blunt, 
John Irby, cousin, William Blunt, wife, Ann. 

The family was prominent in Southampton and adjoining counties, 
but only a careful examination of the county records could furnish any 
fairly complete genealogy. The will of Benjamin Blunt ; doubtless the 
son of Richard, whose will has been given) was dated July 4, 1750, and 
proved in Southampton May 14, 1752. Legatees: sons, William, John 
and Benjamin, wife, brothers, Henry Blunt, and Henry, Thomas and 
John Person, Sr. William Blunt and Mary Person were married in 
Southampton in February, 1756. They were doubtless cousins. John 
Person was one of the lirst justices of that county in 1749. The will of 
Henry Blunt (doubtless another son of Richard) was dated January 16th, 
and proved in Southampton September 14, 1758. Legatees: son, 
Thomas, daughter, Mary, wife, Sarah. 

The will of Thomas Blunt (who was probably the son of Henry) was 
dated September 26, 1777, and proved in Southampton March 12, 1778. 
Legatees: wife, Ann, sons, Henry, Joseph Gray Blunt, Edward, Wil- 
liam and James; daughters, Sarah, Elizabeth and Ann Blunt. Wife and 
friends, Edwin Gray and William Thomas, executors. His wife, Ann, 
was a daughter of Colonel Joseph Gray, of Southampton county. 

Colonel Richard Blunt (son of Richard, whose will has been given) 
settled in Sussex, represented that county in the House of Burgesses in 
1772 and 1773, and died in April, 1774. His will was dated June 29th, 
and proved in Sussex May 19, 1774. Legatees: wife, Jane, the land he 
lived on, 1,6*3 acres, for her life, with negroes, &c. ; also his Galloway 
tract in Surry, 669 acres; son, Colin, his Scaury tract and other land; 
son, Thomas; son, Richard. "About 1766, my brother, John Blunt, 
made me a deed for the greatest part of his estate, on condition I en- 
gaged to pay (which was done by bond, recorded in Brunswick county) 
/30 per annum to him for life; " now makes provision for such payment; 
daughter, Dolly, friends, William Blunt, William and Michael Nicholson, 
and son, Thomas Blunt, executors. 
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The inventory of the personal estate of Colonel Richard Blunt 
amounted to /460.2 in Surry and £1,972. 10.2^ in Sussex. 

The will of Jane Blunt was dated October 29, 1775, and prqved in Sus- 
sex February 18, 1779. Legatees: daughter, Dolly, sons, Thomas, Col- 
lin and Richard. Brother, William Nicholson, and son, Thomas, 
executors. 

The will of John Blunt ( brother of Colonel Richard) was dated August 
2 3> '776, and proved in Sussex April 21, 1785. Legatees: mother, Ann 
Green, and brother, Benjamin Blunt. 

The will of Mrs. Ann Green (evidently the mother of Colonel Rich- 
ard Blunt) was dated January 17, 17S5, and proved in Sussex June 15, 
1786. Legatees: granddaughters, Anne Cocke, Elizabeth Jones, Eliza- 
beth and Ann Edwards, and son, Benjamin Blunt. 

The will of William Blunt, dated November 6, 1792, proved in Sus- 
sex December 4, 1794— legatees: wife, Frances, minor sons, Robert, 
William and Walter, all his lands in Surry (except that which Henry 
Howard [or Havard] devised to testator). Wife and son, Samuel, 
executors. In a codicil provision is made for an unborn child. The 
will of the widow Frances Blunt was dated April 4th and proved in Sus- 
sex December 3, 1795. Legatees: father, Peter Jones, sons, Anselm, 
William, Robert and Walter Blunt. 

The will of another William Blunt, styled William Blunt, Sr., was 
dated January 3d and proved in Southampton September 13, 1787. 
Legatees: wife, Mary, son, William, grandson, Jesse Drew, daughter, 
Ann, wife of William Wright, daughter, Rebecca, wife of Littleberry 
Mason. Friends, Benjamin Blunt, Thomas and John Turner, and bro- 
ther, John Blunt, are to divide his property between his children. [This 
was probably the son of Richard Blunt, whose will was proved in 1747.] 
Rebecca Blunt and Littleberry Mason were married in January, 1783. 

There are other later wills of the Blunts in Southampton. Colonel 
Benjamin Blunt was county lieutenant of Southampton in 1781 (and 
probably before), and in September, 1781, was in command, at Surry 
Old Court House, of a force of militia from Southampton, Greensville, 
Brunswick, Sussex, Dinwiddie and Amelia. He probably had a com- 
mand in the militia at Yorktown, and was still county lieutenant of South- 
pamton in 1787. 

W. G. S. 



